
 
 

Works Cited MLA 2009 
The Online Writing Lab (OWL) at Purdue University houses writing resources and 
instructional material, and we provide these as a free service of the Writing Lab at 
Purdue. Students, members of the community, and users worldwide will find information 
to assist with many writing projects. Teachers and trainers may use this material for in-
class and out-of-class instruction. 
 
Book 
 
Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. 
Medium of Publication. 
 

Book with More Than One Author 

The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author names appear in first name 
last name format. 

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Boston: Allyn, 2000. Print. 

 

Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries) 

For entries in encyclopedias, dictionaries, and other reference works, cite the piece as you would any other 
work in a collection but do not include the publisher information. Also, if the reference book is organized 
alphabetically, as most are, do not list the volume or the page number of the article or item. 

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed. 1997. Print. 

A Multivolume Work 

When citing only one volume of a multivolume work, include the volume number after the work's title, or 
after the work's editor or translator. 

Quintilian. Institutio Oratoria. Trans. H. E. Butler. Vol. 2. Cambridge: Loeb-Harvard UP, 1980. Print. 

 

 

 

 

 



Basic Style for Citations of Electronic Sources (Including Online Databases) 

Here are some common features you should try and find before citing electronic sources in MLA style. Not 
every Web page will provide all of the following information. However, collect as much of the following 
information as possible both for your citations and for your research notes: 

• Author and/or editor names (if available) 
• Article name in quotation marks (if applicable) 
• Title of the Website, project, or book in italics. (Remember that some Print 

publications have Web publications with slightly different names. They may, for 
example, include the additional information or otherwise modified information, 
like domain names [e.g. .com or .net].) 

• Any version numbers available, including revisions, posting dates, volumes, or 
issue numbers. 

• Publisher information, including the publisher name and publishing date. 
• Take note of any page numbers (if available). 
• Date you accessed the material. 
• URL . 

Citing an Entire Web Site 

It is necessary to list your date of access because web postings are often updated, and information available 
on one date may no longer be available later. Be sure to include the complete address for the site. 

Remember to use n.p. if no publisher name is available and n.d. if no publishing date is given. 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of 
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if 
available). Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Article in a Magazine 

Cite by listing the article's author, putting the title of the article in quotations marks, and italicizing the 
periodical title. Follow with the date of publication. Remember to abbreviate the month. The basic format is 
as follows: 

Author(s). "Title of Article." Title of Periodical Day Month Year: pages. Medium of publication. 

Poniewozik, James. "TV Makes a Too-Close Call." Time 20 Nov. 2000: 70-71. Print. 

Buchman, Dana. "A Special Education." Good Housekeeping Mar. 2006: 143-48. Print. 

Article in a Newspaper 

Cite a newspaper article as you would a magazine article, but note the different pagination in a newspaper. 
If there is more than one edition available for that date (as in an early and late edition of a newspaper), 
identify the edition following the date (e.g., 17 May 1987, late ed.). 

Brubaker, Bill. "New Health Center Targets County's Uninsured Patients." Washington Post 24 May 2007: 
LZ01. Print. 



Krugman, Andrew. "Fear of Eating." New York Times 21 May 2007 late ed.: A1. Print. 

 

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service) 

Cite articles from online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other 
subscription services just as you would print sources. Since these articles usually come from periodicals, be 
sure to consult the appropriate sections of the Works Cited: Periodicals page, which you can access via its 
link at the bottom of this page. In addition to this information, provide the title of the database italicized, 
the medium of publication, and the date of access. 

 

Junge, Wolfgang, and Nathan Nelson. “Nature's Rotary Electromotors.” Science 29 Apr. 2005: 642-44. 
Science Online. Web. 5 Mar. 2009. 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal 50.1 
(2007): 173-96. ProQuest. Web. 27 May 2009. 

 


